




Minnie was saved in February 2016 by the Harbour Officers, who placed her in 
the care of the Veterinary Institute. 



The  turtle Caretta caretta  is part of the red list of the IUCN (International union for 
conservation of nature) and also in Annex of C.I.T.E.S. (Convention on International trade 
of Endangered Species) and species at risk of extinction and to cope with this emergency 
several organizations have been active for it to be safeguarded.  



Environmental conditions with long 
sandy shores and especially urbanized 
making Sicily a suitable place to lay their 
eggs  the turtle Caretta caretta.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
The Caretta caretta is also known as 
loggerhead turtle, and is the most 
represented species in the 
Mediterranean basin and our wrapped 
beaches can be chosen as a nesting site.  

We are waiting  for Minnie….. 



The Mediterranean Sea is a 
very favorable habitat for its 
oceanographic 
characteristics and trophic. 
It is recognised as one of the 
major eco-regions of the 
planet for its rich 
biodiversity.                                                                                                            

We are waiting for  
Minnie….. 



Welcome, Minnie!!! 



Sea turtles belong to the class of reptiles and the order of turtles are 
cold-blooded animals. They are, in fact, looking for warmer waters, 
although marine reptiles, have lungs that breathe air as marine 
mammals, including by developing the ability to remain free diving.  

A crowd welcomes Minnie 



The Caretta caretta can be recognised by the longitudinal lines and is 
characterized by its large size head and a very strong horny beak, pointed 
and curved using to attack their prey.  



Enjoy your travel and see you soon... 



The Caretta caretta after 25 years return to their home 
beaches to nest.                                                                                              
Each female lays about 200 eggs, which hatch after 42-65 
days depending on soil temperature.                                                                                                                                                                                 
The gender of each small baby is determined by the 
temperature of the sand. The newborn turtles  are 5 cm in 
length at birth. 



The Earth Day continues with a visit to the Baron Bordonaro’s Castle 





Visiting Villa Bordonaro 



It was a chance to see how the grape was  pressing in ancient times. 

Base  of  a circular stone wine press used to squeeze 
the grapes, seeds and stalks, as a  process of 
winemaking or vinification. The production of wine, 
starts with a selection of the grapes and ends with 
the  bottling of wine. 









The olive oil is one of the most ancient product invented by man. In ancient times, the olive oil was obtained by a 
structure made of stone called "Cup" inside which a millstone rotated, hauled by a horse.  
Storage of the olives must take place within 24/48 hours.  
 
 

Millstone, grindstone of the 
1700s driven by a blindfolded 
horse, moving the millstone it 
turned the olives into a paste. 

The grinding wheel of the "Trappeto" 



The cores were also crushed together with the olives. 
Subsequently, the olive paste was put inside a press 
which allowed the spillage of the oil. 



The grinding process consists in crushing by means of a large stone wheel, better known as "muller". Contrary to what one might be 
expected, the extraction of the juices was not caused by the crushing process, but by the action of rubbing the sharp edges of the pit 
fragments on the pulp of the olives. The function of the wheel, therefore, is to crush the kernels into dimensions suitable for the 
purpose and stir the mass being processed. So, the olive paste is obtained, a semi-fluid mass comprising a solid component (fragments 
of the kernel, peel and pulp) and a liquid part (water and oil emulsion). 
All that decanted in stone basins until the oil separation and collection in carboys of terra cotta occurred. 







Horse Equipment 





The horse, which was once used to replace the man’s work, now it is  also used to Hippotherapy. It is a 
treatment strategy, in which equine movement is used as part of a coordinated intervention 
programme in order to reach functional goals in the areas of physical, postural, and speech-language 
therapy 




